[image: image1.jpg]BYRON BAY
€NGLISH
LANGUAGE
SCHOOL

h{s



BYRON BAY ENGLISH LANGUAGE SCHOOL

2009 COURSE AND FEE INFORMATION


It was always like that. Someone died, while someone was born. There’s nothing special, or you could say every one just took that as daily events. For Sarah, a 19-year-old mermaid, whose life was just normal as all the other ones, would never think about that the death and the new born would have such a big effect on her life. 

There were certain things that you could never do if you were a mermaid. Such as walking, which was obviously didn’t need more explanations- mermaids swim, they didn’t walk, living without water, which was just the same as well, or eating fishes. Yes, if you were a mermaid, you could never eat fishes. After all, how would other creatures think if you ate the same species as yourself? So with no doubt, all the mermaids were vegetarians. In fact, they were very proud of being vegetarians. You could put it in this way, all the mermaids were peace lovers. They didin’t like killing, they didn’t like fighting, and they were against to anything violent.
Sarah didn’t like history, but she did know how miserable mermaid’s life was for the past centuries. At those ages, human beings took control of this world, just as they did for the past million years. Human beings are not bad, well, they are smart, diligent, passionate, and cute. However, they can be very extremely opposite sometimes, or many times. Sarah wasn’t born yet at that time, but she’s so familiar of all those horrible stories. She could still remember it vividly, about those nights, her lovely grandpa put her on the sea weed, waving her gently, and told her one after one stories. Mermaids don’t like wars. Unfortunately, they had no choices being forced to take part in the very world war. Humans were on their own, as they were always. They invented, for god’s sake, which no one knew why would there be a need for those, the deadly weapons. Therefore, maybe it’s just for finding the useful way, they started attack other creatures. Vampires were the first target, which Sarah did think it make sense, because vampires bite humans, they even killed humans. Vampires were not peace lovers. Actually, they were more anti-peace. They loved blood. Aliens were the next, but it didn’t make a big change to them, because they were aliens! For sure they could just fly back whenever they want, and how about having a war with humans? No, fortunately, or unfortunately, they were not interested in humans at all. 

Then, it came to the mermaids. Seriously, mermaids couldn’t understand why they would on the list. It’s true, they were peace lovers, and the sea was the only related thing they had with humans. They didn’t eat fishes, so there’s no reason why humans wanted to attack them. Maybe that’s the problem, humans just couldn’t bear that there were some other creatures which were not human species sharing “their territories.” Anyway, it just happened. Although mermaids didn’t close their eyes while sleeping, they couldn’t see things in sleeping. It was extremely strong lights first, red lights, with a high degree. Who say that fire couldn’t exist in water? It did. Waking them up, the fire was everywhere. Everywhere in the sea was burning. Thousands of arrows came next. They were not only normal arrows, after shooting into mermaids’ bodies, there’s no way to pull it out unless dragged it out with all the organs inside. Humans with the equipments helping them breathe in the water showed up, and kept killing all the mermaids. It was totally ridiculous that killing all the mermaids who lived in the place where humans even couldn’t live by themselves. It was a massacre. After that night, only one third of mermaids survived. Surviving in a terrible life which was almost always running away from being noticed and killed by humans, the mermaids lived in this life for ages. 
It’s not totally true to say that the massacre made the mermaids take the death as a normal part of life. But it did have some effects on their thinking. Normally, mermaids could live at least five hundred years. Well, since you could live for such a long time, it seemed that the birth and death were not so surprising. Moreover, mermaids had a very good memory. They could remember the life before this life, or even more they had. Naturally, as a mermaid who had so many old memories, one-time-death was not a big deal. 
Sarah was born in a peaceful era. For some reasons, humans stopped killing about a hundred year ago, and all the other creatures had a contract with humans about living, which sounded insane. Why would we need a contract to prove we have the right to live in this world? But since humans attacked the others for no reasons, doing another thing for no reasons wasn’t a big problem. At the time she was born, all the world was already in a peaceful condition. No more killing, no more attacks, well, at least humans stopped bothering the poor creatures in the sea, and left them alone.
There’s something unusual about Sarah. She had the memory when she was a human. Yes, she was a human before this life. Although she’s never been to the land in this life, she still remembered how the life was. For this reason, she always felt kind of sorry to her companies. She had no choice being a human, but it was the fact that humans had killed thousand of mermaids. Besides, Sarah always had a strange affection to humans. It’s a little bit weird to say that, but Sarah did miss the days when she could walk. Even more, she missed the air on the land. For many times, she would just star at the land, for hours. She couldn’t tell anybody about her feelings, because she’s a mermaid. She needed to behave like a mermaid, which meant there’s nothing related to humans in their lives.
This was not a serious story about life even though it mentioned about the birth and the death at the beginning. Instead, this was a love story. This was a love story about a girl mermaid and a boy human, about the sea and the land. Obviously, there’s no happily ever after in this story. I mean, what could you imagine? A mermaid who couldn’t live on the land with a human who couldn’t live in the sea? How could there be any possibility of a happy ending? No, this was a sad story, a sad love story.

Jack liked the ocean. He was born in the rural, in a small village which was just besides the sea. He could even swim before he learnt how to walk. The sea was just a part of his life so naturally. As a fisherman’s son, he had really a good knowledge about the sea. It’s not difficult at all for him to sense the changes of the ocean. His life was simple. It’s only about his father, the sea and himself. His father taught him every thing. About the life, about the ocean, and about finding Jack himself. Although his father was really a wisdom man, Jack still couldn’t find the meaning of his life. But that’s not a big deal. He’s an easy-going person. He kept the same way of living after his father passed away. Nothing changed. Waking up in an early morning, taking the boat to the sea, catching big fishes, and then came back to do the fishes. After finishing the fishes, he would just take off his clothes, and jumped into the sea. He would keep swimming, swimming and swimming until he had no energy anymore. Sometimes he didn’t swim, just let himself floating in the sea, feeling the waves of currency. Being exhausted because of these, then he would lie on the beach, see the beautiful sunset and the waves. It’s really amazing when it’s sunset. There were so many colors in the sky, and on the surface of the sea. He couldn’t even tell what the colors exactly were. It’s always changing, with the wind blowing. He enjoyed the breath-taking view every day, and still didn’t get tired yet after about forty years. 
Despite knowing how changeable the ocean was, Jack never thought of that he would really see this thing in the sea in his life. He did know there were some other creatures in this world, but that’s more than fairy. The number of people who really saw them was very little. He did hear something exciting about a man met a vampire in the night one time in the bar before, but that’s just some funny chats after drinking. No one really took that seriously in the next morning. There’s some news about the other creatures sometimes, but for him who had a simple life and lived in a rural village, it didn’t make a big influence to him.  
It was a lovely afternoon. Jack was lying on the beach as usual, and for some unknown reasons, the thinking of the meaning of his life occurred to him. All of a sudden he just couldn’t stop questioning himself who he was, what he’s doing now, and why he would be in this world. He thought about all the things his father had taught him. However, he couldn’t have any answer to it. He had already lived in this world for about thirty years. There must be something about it. But what was the “ something ?” It was the very moment that the “something” drew his attention unexpectedly. At first he thought that’s a girl swimming in the sea, but he realized he never saw that face before. It didn’t make sense, he knew all people in this village, even in the next village. They starred at each other for about thirty seconds, which Jack wasn’t sure it’s only for him, it felt like already past a century. The face was so familiar, and an unknown emotion emerged in his heart. Then he could be sure this girl he’s never seen before, because she just went into the sea within a second, with showing up her fish tail. Jack blinked his eyes for times, and tried to make sure whether he’s still in reality. Yes, he was, and the sunset was just finished. Standing on the beach, looking ahead to the end of the sea, he tried to remember what happened just now. Who’s the girl? Or more exactly, what was the girl? Was that a mermaid? And, why, for god’s sake, why he had such a strong feeling to this face?

It was him! It was JACK. Sarah couldn’t believe what she had seen. For about thirty seconds she couldn’t move at all, and then she just ran away-or swam away at the fastest speed. It was definitely Jack with no doubt. The memory just liked pages flew in front of her eyes. She could remember every little detail. She had been the same age as she was now. It was only a summer, but for that life, it was the longest summer and the most precious summer, moreover, her last summer in that life. She had cancer, and she had faced the fact since she was a little girl. She’s already prepared for the coming of death. She’s not afraid of it at all. Actually, she’s always waiting for the day comes. The illness became more serious when she’s 19. She began to go to the beach every day. She didn’t do anything at the beach. She just sat there, watching the sea and the sky, and when it started getting colder, she would stand up then go home. Her mother told her that she should be grateful that she could still be alive, she should cherish every moment she had, and she should know the meaning of her life. Sarah loved her mother, and she really appreciated for all the things she had. However, when it came to the meaning of her life, she had no idea about it. She couldn’t explain what she’s looking for, but she just knew it clearly that there must be something to be found. So she went to the beach. Only hearing the sounds of the waves could comfort her. This was the time when she met Jack, and started having the most fabulous summer she ever had. 
Sarah and Jack fell in love with each other at the first sight. It was so natural that there’s no other explanation except the destiny. They were totally in love with each other. Sarah wasn’t desperate because of having cancer, but she didn’t remember there’s anytime she really laughed from the bottom of her heart. Nevertheless, everything changed since she’s been with Jack. She had a totally different happiness she never had before. There’s always laughter. It seemed it’s always not enough, Jack could always give her surprise, another surprise, and another surprise. They shared everything in their life even though they were just teenagers and hadn’t been through any “ big thing” in their life. They discussed about what’s “something” and tried to find it together. For them, having each other and living at the moment were the most important things. Sarah didn’t tell Jack about her cancer. She prayed everyday, asking God to forgive her being selfish. She knew she didn’t have much time, and she just wanted to have the last happiness in her life. It wasn’t too bad, in her thinking. After all, there’s nothing more miserable than having cancer and waiting for the death. So hiding this little fact and pretending every thing was so wonderful shouldn’t be a big sin.

When here came to the end of the summer, Sarah’s life also came to the end. Struggling for uncountable times, Sarah decided let memory stayed at the most beautiful moment. That was just another normal day as usual. Sarah didn’t even say anything special to Jack. They went to the beach, held each other’s hands, and looked at the sunset. The stars showed after the sunset. Sparkling stars were full of the dark sky. Lying down on the beach, Jack and Sarah counted the stars. 
“ Hey, maybe the something we are finding is on the sky.” Jack starred at one especially shining star, and asked Sarah.

“ Nah, maybe.” Sarah answered.

“ Hey, seriously, don’t you want to find the “something?” Jack sat up, looking into Sarah’s eyes and asked.

“ Jack, my dear, you have no idea, I already found my something.” Sarah looked him back, talked to him softly.

All of a sudden, Sarah was stirred into strong emotions. She wanted to scream. She wanted to ask God why she needed to die. She didn’t want to leave Jack. Only thinking of how sad Jack would be when he knew he lost her made her heart broken. She just couldn’t bear it anymore.

Didn’t let Jack have enough time to realize what she said, Sarah stood up.

“ Jack, I’m cold, could you go back to take my jacket to me? I want to stay here whole night.” Sarah asked.
“ Sure, babe. Stay here and wait for me. I’ll be back very soon.” Without noticing the subtle change in Sarah’s voice, Jack jumped up and gave her a kiss.

Looking at Jack’s back leaving, Sarah had a weird complex feeling. Mixed with happy and sorrow, she believed she’s the luckiest person in the world because she had Jack, but she’s also the unluckiest person in this world. There were so many people in the world. Why she’s the one who had cancer? 
After making sure Jack was no longer around her, Sarah walked slowly into the sea. It’s the place she’s so familiar since she was little, and it’s the place where Jack and her spent every day, with their every beautiful moment. It’s the place where God gave her the gift, Jack. Started from where, ended from where. Recollecting all the time they had, Sarah kept walking into the sea. The water was so cold, but she didn’t feel it at all. She’s already in another world of the wonderful dream. Then, she’s in another world, not in the same world with Jack anymore.

After seeing the girl’s face, that night Jack couldn’t fall asleep. He tossed and turned all night, trying to recall who she was. As the sun rose, the first sunshine streamed in the house, a strong feeling occurred to him. It’s Sarah! It’s Sarah the girl who he spent the most precious summer he ever had with. The familiar grief rose before his mind again. He never knew what happened after he went back to take the coat for her. He was whistling while walking on the way. He felt so satisfied that every thing was so perfect in his life. It’s not a long time, how many summers he had in his life? He never thought it would end in this way. He came back, with Sarah’s no longer there. He looked for every where, asked every one, and tried everything he could do. How could she just disappear like this? All these were just like a delicate bubble, like an imaginable illusion. It took him a summer to go through the unbelievable glories time, but it took uncountable summers to make him get over it. In fact, he never got over it. It’s just like a phantom. Sometimes he would even suspect whether it really happened.

Sarah didn’t expect she would meet Jack again. The memory was in the bottom of her mind, locking in the heart. She dared not open her heart again. It already tore her the last life. She chose to end that life by herself, to go back to the sea. In this life, she was given birth in the sea. She was born as a mermaid and lived in the sea. There’s nothing to complain. Everything was so good in her live until this unexpected coincidence. 
Why? It’s the fate which led them to each other, so this time, it’s the fate again?

It’s a week after when they met each other again. During that week, Sarah didn’t dare to show up in the same area. She tried many times to swim around there, but she just couldn’t encourage herself to come up . It was an accident that she would see him again. She was just fooling around in the sea, and then here came a shadow above the surface. With the curiosity, she took a look on the water to find out what it was. What came to her next were the beautiful eyes she had dreamt for hundreds of nights. It’s the eyes she would never forget. So blue and so deep, just liked the sea the eyes were. Not like last time, she looked into those eyes directly without hesitation. Suddenly, she saw a familiar emotion in those eyes. It was just like fire, so intense and so warm. She couldn’t move her view away. 
“ Sarah?” 

Yes, without doubt, it’s Jack’s voice, with an exciting hiding under suspicious voice.

After nineteen years, there’s not a big change to Jack, except the more mature he was.

“ Jack?” Before realizing what she did, the name just came out of her mouth.
“ Yes. Sarah? Am I dreaming?” With the question, Jack reached his hand, trying to touch her cheek. 
Biting her lips, it seemed Sarah was trying to hiding some strong emotions. “ No. I’m not Sarah. Yes, I’m Sarah. ” Then she burst into tears.

It’s a strange moment. A male human and a female mermaid looked into each other’s eyes without any other actions, just like there’s no one else in the world but only them. There was a strong connection between them, which seemed so far far far away but did exist in front of them. As time pasted like a century, both of them finally regained their composure. 
They spent whole night talking about what happened between the former Sarah and the teenager Jack, about what Jack had done during these years, about what Sarah had been through as a mermaid in this life, and about the love to each other. It’s been nineteen years, which was too long for both of them. During that night, Sarah dived into and showed up for many times to breathe, but she didn’t get tired of it at all. All the feelings and the affections came back at the first moment. There’s no need for any explanation. Just like the life before this life for Sarah. Just like the summer he had for Jack. But, how could there be any possibility for them to have a happy ending? Everything was just the same as that summer except the only and the vital difference, Sarah was no longer a human being. What’s more, even the mermaids already had the contract with human, it’s still unusual for two different species get alone, not to mention being together.
They already lost each other for one time, and it was the heaviest sorrow they could ever have in their life. None of them wanted to go through it again, and they wouldn’t let it happen for sure. But how? Was there any choice for them? The answer was obviously clear.

Everybody was looking for something in his life. For someone who’s lucky, he might find the “something.” Paradoxically, finding something wasn’t the guarantee to the happy ever after fairy. For this beautiful couple, they had already found the “something” in their life, and the meaning of it was beyond description. Sarah didn’t let the destiny take control of her life last time, but she did let the destiny decided Jack’s life. The destiny played an important role in their life again this time, which was quite tricky. What would Sarah do? Would she choose the same way as she did before? Would she take the action first before the destiny act? Or even more, what would Jack do this time? Would he be just the same as nineteen years ago, without knowing anything and had no choice but face the fact?
There’s not the end yet. It just always liked that. Someone died, while someone was born. It was just as normal as a part of daily life for the mermaids, or for Sarah, a 19-year-old mermaid. The death and the birth gave Sarah another chance to be with Jack again. Would she give them another chance? There’s no answer for their future. It’s just like the ocean, which was the most beautiful, most mysterious, and the most changeable ever in the world. The only thing could be sure was that where came the start, where came to the end. And, it’s the ocean.    
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