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Lan$uagie students
raise funds for Japan
It was an emotional time when Japa-
nese students at the Byron Bay English
Language School learned about the
earthquake and tsunami disaster un-
folding back in their homeland.

Many waited anxiously all day and
night to hear news from home about fa-
mily, relatives and friends, while for
others it dug up frightening experienc-
es from their past.

"It brought back a lot ofvery bad me-
mories for me," said Asa Mori, 31.

"I am from Kobe and I lost some of my
good friends in the big earthquake
there 15 years ago that killed 5000 pe-
ople."

Head of Studies at the school, Siob-
han Foley, said special counselling for
students had been organised.

As the school braced itself for the
possibility that some of its students
may be directly affected, one by one the
students got news that their families
were safe.

"We are most grateful our students
didn't have to suffer the tragedv of los-
ing a family member," said the lan-
guage school's owner, Michael O'Grady.

But the tragedy did cut deeply on an
emotional level as the stunned Japa-
nese students watched the disaster and
subsequent suffering unfold live on te-
levision. Studying on the other side of
the world, they felt powerless to do
their bit to help.

But not for long. The elementary
class, which has a large percentage of
Japanese students, decided they could
do something.

Led by their inspirational teacher Be-
Iinda Joseph, the class rallied their fel-
low students and the school's stafffor a
special fundraising day which featured
a monster sausage sizzle and raffles.

With a specialist background in
teaching English to migrants, Belinda
was acutely aware of the emotional
needs ofyoung people so far from their
support bases.

"Some of the students were really
emotional after the disaster and this
was a really important step in them
healing and feeling like they were help-
ing," she said.

They raised 9600 which was then
matched by a donation from Mr O'Gra-
dy, which took the funds raised on the
day to $1200.

"I was moved by the amazing initia-
tive of the Japanese students and the
way the school got behind them so en-
thusiastically," said Mr O'Grady.

Brumby's Bakery and local butcher
Trever Mead were instrumental in the
barbecue's success, as were several lo-
cal businesses which donated prizes for
the raffles, including tours, surfing les-
sons, kayaking and snorkelling trips
and a bikini.

- David Hanbidge

A Japanese student draws a raffle prize at the fundraiser.


